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What is social sustainability? In order to provide a good description of that idea, sustainability must be
defined first. 

The traditional view of sustainability is a triangle depicting the intersections of economic, 
environmental, and social matters thus suggesting that the economy, the environment, and society are 
separate and that humans are not a part of the larger global ecosystem; however, this idea is not 
accurate. The human economic order is created within the frameworks of human societies which in turn
exist, although not completely, in human-designed environments. The human environment is only one 
system in the larger network of the Earth, i.e., the global ecosystem. The Earth is one system in the 
larger network of the solar system which is only one system in the larger network of the Milky Way 
Galaxy which, lastly, is one system of the larger network of the Universe. (See Figure 1. The Universal
Reality of Sustainability for a pictorial representation of this reality.) Since the whole Universe is 
composed of energy fields, all systems and networks within the Universe are interconnected in a single 
Unity. It is this foundation that we must begin with to develop a new conception of sustainability.

Sustainability is a way of being (conscious and unconscious thinking, designing, living, 
producing, etc.) that strives to be in harmony with the whole reality of the Universe. Human beings 
must consider the full intended and unintended short- and long-term positive & negative consequences 
of their actions upon all species of the Earth, including the whole Earth. We must respect the diversity 
of human and nonhuman life in our actions by recognizing the inclusivity principle, i.e. that we are all 
interconnected in an inseparable reality in spite of our real or perceived differences. Essentially 
sustainability is a way of viewing the Universe ecologically (integrated, networked systems and 
wholeness) and not linearly (separate parts). [1] Sustainability, in order to be effective, must recognize 
that all beings are constantly changing and evolving & thus this framework must take into account 
those considerations. Now, back to the original question posed in this article: what is social 
sustainability? 

Social sustainability is the sustainability concept focusing on the social dimension of reality. 
Let’s remember that the human economy is governed by the human society which exists within the 
human environment and that all human activities exist within the Earth and so on. The social aspect 
refers to the social interactions, both private and public, between humans and other human beings in 
addition to those of human and all other species of life. Furthermore, this focus must also examine how 



our actions impact social systems at all levels. Thus, we must ask some key questions:

Do organisms modify their behavior in response to external, negative or positive, stimuli? 

If so, then how do these behavior changes further impact the greater social order of that society? 

How does a species’ social order response to a stimuli effect other social systems in the networked 
reality?  

Lastly, how can we consider these and other important questions in our sustainability deliberations?
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